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Council Members Present 
Attorney General Ashley Moody, Chair 
Sheriff Lemma, Seminole County, Vice Chair 
Jim Boyd 
MaryLynn Ulrey 
Rep. Michael Caruso, District 89  
Dr. Scott Rivkees, Surgeon General DOH 
Melanie Brown-Woofter 
Judge Steven Leifman 
Chief Rick Jenkins, North Palm Beach P.D. 

State Attorney Melissa Nelson, 4th Cir 
Maggie Agerton, DOC Designee 
Dr. Paul Burns, DOE Representative  
Sheriff Tommy Ford, Bay County 
SAC Shane Desguin, FDLE Designee 
Secretary Chad Poppell, DCF 
Dr. Tracy Shelby, DJJ Designee 
Melanie Brown Woofter 

 
Council Members Absent 
Senator Tom Lee and Dr. Heather Flynn 
 
Welcome 
Attorney General Ashley Moody welcomed members and public to the first task force meeting.  
General Moody noted these meetings would take place across the State of Florida and the 
public is welcome to attend. This meeting was being recorded for purposes of taking minutes 
and recorded by the Florida Channel. General Moody took roll of task force members present 
and introduced opioid staff members from the Attorney General’s Office. 
 
Executive Order: 
Governor Desantis created this task force through the executive order. The Task Force was 
provided a copy of this executive order and went over the executive order’s mission to research 
the best practices and provide recommendations to the legislature.   
 
Sun Shine Law:  
Video by Pat Gleason of the Attorney General’s Office provided an overview of Florida’s 
Sunshine law.  
 
Doctor Pomm 
Dr. Pomm provided a brief overview of opioid epidemic and trends. He explained the epidemic 
we are dealing with now is different than epidemics of the past. Dr. Pomm provided a historical 
overview of how the opioid epidemic began in the country and in the state of Florida; discussed 
how fentanyl appeared in the state and its impact on overdose deaths. Dr. Pomm also 
discussed fentanyl and carfentanyl’s potency and the science behind addiction. Statistics 
related to Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome were also provided. Dr. Pomm identified China as 
primary supplier of fentanyl and that fentanyl is tainting cocaine. Dr. Pomm also provided 
anecdotes on individuals with substance use disorders. 
 
 
 



   

Vickie Koenig, Florida Department of Law Enforcement  
Ms. Koenig provided an overview of data from the time period of 2010-2017. The data is based 
on the Medical Examiner Commission’s report. She explained they are typically 10 months 
behind on mortality data. One way that ME’s data differs from CDC data: CDC data is based on 
codes while ME’s data is taken from toxicology reports. She noted 2014 overdose deaths 
related to fentanyl spiked and will continue that trend through this year. She highlighted that 
most drugs are cut with fentanyl. Ms. Koenig expects to have updated data by the next 
meeting.  
 
Ute Gazioche, Department of Children and Families 
Ms. Gazioche addressed how the crisis emerged and how funding was directed to address the 
opioid epidemic. She explained DCF is primarily focused on prevention initiatives. The state of 
Florida obtained $27 million-dollar grant for each year over 2 years; focus of the grant is to 
provide MAT, recovery support and assisted living services. Goals with the grant were to reduce 
related deaths and prevent opioid misuse, increase MAT including all FDA approved 
medications, and increase individuals who are trained to understand the epidemic better. Ms. 
Gazioche discussed other grants and general revenue funding and allocation of those funds. For 
DCF’s funding, success rates are tracked and can be broken down by provider.  
 
Rachel Kamoutsas, Office of Attorney General Ashley Moody 
Mrs. Kamoutsas presented milestones the State of Florida has accomplished in combating the 
opioid epidemic. Mrs. Kamoutsas highlighted the impact of legislation passed that curbed the 
pill mill phenomenon, the Statewide Task Force on Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome and the 
regional drug enforcement strike forces. Also discussed were initiatives by Attorney General 
Moody’s Office such as the Opioid working group and the Dose of Reality FL website as well as 
the creation of this task force by Governor DeSantis.  
 
Sheriff Dennis Lemma, Seminole County Sheriff’s Office 
Sheriff Lemma provided an overview of the working group, a 28-member group created by 
General Moody, to develop best practices based on empirical evidence. What this research 
committee learned is that 80% of people who are opioid dependent were one legally prescribed 
opioids before. He highlighted that physicians face obstacles to prescribe MAT type medications 
and most physicians licensed to do so are in detention facilities. The working group found that 
OD-map program would be a useful tool to help collect data in real time. 
 
Subcommittees 
Attorney General Moody informed members the task force would also be comprised of 
subcommittees where much of the deliberation will take place. The three subcommittees are: 
Prevention/Education, Treatment/Recovery and Law enforcement. General Moody provided a 
description of the subcommittees. Taskforce members voted in favor of creating the 
subcommittees. Task members were asked to supply their subcommittee preference and 
whether they’d consider serving as a chair by October 21, 2019.  
 
Vice-Chair Election 
Attorney General Moody nominated Sheriff Lemma to serve as vice-chair. No other 
nominations were had. Task Members voted in favor of electing Sheriff Lemma to serve as vice-
chair  



   

 
 
Comments from Task Force Members 
Former Representative Boyd believes the three subcommittees will help be effective.  
 
Marylynn Ulrey wants to see law enforcement and jails reaching out to local treatment 
providers. General Moody asked the Treatment/Recovery subcommittee to consider Sheriffs 
and local providers in their subcommittee meeting discussions.  
 
Marylynn Ulrey clarified through Ms. Koenig that U47-700 is a synthetic opioid.  
 
Sheriff Lemma recognized the existence of co-occurrence of mental health and substance use 
disorders. 
 
Major General Inch agreed treatment is a great need in DOC but also recognized that law 
enforcement initiatives would likewise be useful as drug trafficking into the jails is a problem. 
 
Judge Leifman mentioned that the focus on solely opioids should be broadened. General 
Moody recognized how there are polydrug threats but also redirected task force members to 
this executive order’s mission to address the opioid crisis in the creation of this task force. 
 
Dr. Paul Burns shared that the DOH recently passed in our state a rule related to substance 
abuse and mental health education, and that rule requires districts to plan and document how 
they will teach students about this important topic. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Closing 
Attorney General Ashley Moody reminded members to provide subcommittee preferences, 
thanked presenters and drew meeting to a close. The task force meeting was officially 
adjourned. 


